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Foreword to Biography of John Edward Binks 
 

I was on a driving holiday with my wife, Ania in autumn 2011 when we stopped for a day in Gibraltar. 

This triggered the memories of the death of my maternal Grandfather. I had last been there in 1963 

with my parents and sister, when we were informed by the Captain of the Union Castle ship we were 

ƻƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ DǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŘƛŜŘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ 

18th July and I was 11 years old. 

I have few personal memories of my grandfather Binks; and he died when I was aged eleven. He was 

however often brought up in conversations by my mother later in my life. 

I will list below some of the things she said to me and my recollections and thoughts:- 

¶ She said his background was a mystery; it was as if he had come from nowhere. She 
believed that he had been adopted and had come from Scotland. 

¶ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ άŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ƴŀƴέ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŀǊƳƭȅ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ¢ǊƛƴŘŜǊ wƻŀŘΣ when 
she was growing up. She particularly talked about the happy Christmas parties. 

¶ She said that he had drummed into her the importance of service to others. He used to take 
her to the East End of London on a Sunday to see poverty; he was presumably afraid that 
otherwise she would become too bourgeois.  

¶ She spoke about his distress over the death of his wife, when the family home was bombed. 

¶ She talked about his position in the National Union of Railwayman and later the Transport 
Commission and she was proud of his success from humble beginnings. 

¶ She spoke with distaste about Mrs. Giles with whom her father had a long term relationship. 

¶ She mentioned once that in the 30s, a man turned up at the door and said that he was my 
ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΦ  He was apparently despatched without ceremony. 

¶ I felt that there muǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƴȅ DǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ 
He was an infrequent visitor to our house and then he would very occasionally come for the 
ŘŀȅΦ L ƘŀŘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ, Eda but have no recollection of seeing 
her brother Eddie before the ages of sixteenΣ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƴȅ DǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ. 

 
I felt there was an enigma about my grandfather and so I decided to spend a while researching him 

and I hope the information that I have obtained will be of interest to others and to future 

generations of our family. I first undertook some work in autumn 2011 and visited Warwick 

University in spring 2012 where the National Union of RŀƛƭǿŀȅƳŜƴΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ and then put 

the project to one side. I think that it was the birth of my first grandson Eddie in January 2013 that 

rekindled my motivation to write-up the work on John Edward or Eddie as he was known. The 

information comes directly or indirectly from my mother, Ivy Shawcross; my uncle Eddie; aunt Pat 

(uncle Eddie Binks wife); Doris DanŎŜǊ όƳȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦǊƛŜƴŘύ; public records; Warwick 

University Archive and a visit that I made years ago to Trinder Road. I also thank Ania for her help in 

the Warwick Archive and helping to guess key relationships of John Edward. 

My friend, John Hoar, was extremely helpful in searching the Genealogical Databases. This activity 

can require a lot of guesswork but the results can then be tested by obtaining further records. I will 

not describe here the methodology or false leads but only the results which I have obtained. I am 

very particularly grateful to my brother John, who obtained and scanned a number of documents 

and photographs from cousin Trish Davis which are used in this biography, professionally edited my 

text and has uǇƭƻŀŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛƴ нлмо ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ /ƭƻǳŘέ. Also very many thanks to 

cousin Trish who furnished so many memories and thankfully kept so many documents and 
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photographs which she  had to partly demolish her house to find. Also especial thanks to my cousin 

Helen who has been very helpful and informative as this narrative has evolved and finally to my 

cousin Dorothy who became involved late in the project and provided for me some fascinating 

insights. 

The research is far from comprehensive and perhaps others may take over the baton at some future 

date. I hope that it will be clear in the text, which parts of the biography are factual and which parts 

are speculations. Having undertaken this work I would have dearly liked to question my mother, 

uncle and others, more, but unfortunately they are no longer with us. 

I hope that I have ended up with a factual narrative with which everyone reading it, on current 

evidence, will concur. There are parts of the biography that are my speculations and some may 

disagree with one or more of them. To leave out the speculations would render the biography 

anodyne; to include them might cause offence. I have decided to include the speculations but I 

would be more than happy to include commentary on them from any family member, either in the 

body of the text or as an appendix. I have also omitted a number of the photographs and documents 

available to me; otherwise the document would get even more unwieldy. All the unused material 

will be available via separate links on http://www.shawx.com/JohnEdwardBinks.htm 

This biography has been constructed over a number of drafts, consulting with family members and 

each draft has resulted both in corrections and further information. For me it has felt a bit like doing 

ŀ ƧƛƎǎŀǿ ǇǳȊȊƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƛŜŎŜǎΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ άŘŜƭǳŘŜέ 

yourself that you can predict the missing pieces and I fear that is what I might have done at times! 

 
If some long lost relative stumbles across this document, I would love to hear from them. 
 

Charles Shawcross 

4 Kenilworth Road 

Southsea 

Hants UK. 

E mail cshawcross@hotmail.co.uk Tel 0044 2392 736238 Mobile 004477133 89339 

 

  

http://www.shawx.com/JohnEdwardBinks.htm
mailto:cshawcross@hotmail.co.uk
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John Edward (Eddie) Binks 
 

 
 

Birth , parents  and early years:  
 

 John Edward (Eddie) Binks was born on the 3rd May 1887. /ƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦΣ 

her father had not been born in Scotland but at 104 Pembroke Street, Islington, to George 

Binks and Margaret Binks, nee Doyle.  

 !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ 9ŘŘƛŜ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴΣ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ DŜƻǊƎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ .ǳƛƭŘŜǊΩǎ [ŀōƻǳǊŜǊΦ 

 I ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ .ƛƴƪǎ ƴŜŜ 5ƻȅƭŜΩs signature on the Birth Certificate was a 

mark.  According to John Hoar, this does not necessarily signify that his mother Margaret 

was illiterate as it was common practice at that time, to place a mark in lieu of a signature. 

According to Pat Binks, who ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƎŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ 

called Michael Doyle and he was employed as a Gas Fitter. The name Doyle originates in 

what is now the Irish Republic, and many Irish came over to England in the mid 1800s during 

the potato famine. They were very likely to have been Catholic. 
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WƻƘƴ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ .ƛƴƪǎΩ .ƛǊǘƘ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ 
 
 

 
 

 

The 1891 Census record when John Edward was aged three is below. It shows that John 

9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ млп tŜƳōǊƻƪŜ wƻŀŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ōǳǘ L 

note from maps, that it is adjacent to a main railway line, so John Edward would have been 

exposed to trains from a very early age!  By now George was aged 39 years and he was 

working as a Gas Stoker. 
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I note that John Edward was already being called Edward or Eddie, which seems to have 

been the case thereafter. Strangely he is described as having been born in 1888 and his 

brother, Thomas in 1887, when in fact John Edward was born in 1887. Clearly there is a long 

tradition in our family of not be too careful when filling in forms. There were already six 

children in the family with John Edward probably the second youngest. 

 
 

BINKS, George  Head  Married  M 39  1852  Gas Stoker  
Bloomsbury  
London  

BINKS, Margaret  Wife  Married  F 36  1855  
 St Pancras  

London  

BINKS, George  Son  Single  M 16  1875  
 Clerkenwell  

London  

BINKS, Thomas  Son  
 

M 4 1887  Scholar  
Islington  
London  

BINKS, William  Son  
 

M 10  1881  Scholar  
Islington  
London  

BINKS, Alice  Daughter  
 

F 8 1883  Scholar  
Islington  
London  

BINKS, Edward  Son  
 

M 3  1888  
 Islington  

London  

BINKS, Joseph  Son  
 

M 2 1889  
 Islington  

London  

 
 

Piece:  
156  

Folio:  
98  

Page:  

68       

Registration District:  
Islington  

  

Civil Parish:  
Islington  

Municipal Borough:  Address:  
104, Pembroke Street, Islington, London  

County:  
London  
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His parents married in the summer of 1873, comfortably before the birth of the first living 

child. 

 

Name:  BINKS, George  

Registration District:   Help  Pancras  
 

County:   London  
 

Year of Registration:   1873  
 

Quarter of Registration:   Jul-Aug -Sep 
 

Spouse's last name:   Not available before 1912  
 

Volume No:   Help  1B 

Page No:   Help  268  

 

It seems that George Binks died on 3rd November 1893 aged 41 years. He is once more 

ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊΩǎ ƭŀōƻǳǊŜǊΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ Ǝŀǎ ǎǘƻƪŜǊΦ 

²ƘƛŎƘŜǾŜǊ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ƘŀǊŘ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛǎ ά!ōǎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ 

the neckέ ŀƴŘ άǎȅƴŎƻǇŜΦέ {ȅƴŎƻǇŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΦ !ƴ ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

giving rise to an abscess that slowly asphyxiated him seems likely to me. In Victorian 

England, a manual labourer with six children would have been unlikely to have been able to 

ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜΦ 9ŘŘƛŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƎŜŘ ǎƛȄΣ Ƴŀȅ ǿŜƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 

horrible and terrifying death. 
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DŜƻǊƎŜ .ƛƴƪǎΩ 5ŜŀǘƘ Certificate 
 

 
 

 
 
The Welfare State in Britain was very rudimentary at this time. Margaret must have feared 

going into the Workhouse and I imagine this must have been the fear of the younger 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻƻΦ .ȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ муфоΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ DŜƻǊƎŜ ǿŀǎ 

aged 18 years and perhaps he provided some family income. 

 

The next development that I could find was a marriage certificate of Margaret Binks to 

Henry Jarman on the 6th November 1898. I am pretty sure that this is the same Margaret 

Binks. She is described as a widow and her husband as a widower. I note that the birth date 

of Margaret is now 1850, whereas in the 1891 census it was 1855. At the time of the 

marriage to George Binks, the given ages would have been 21 years for George and 18 years 

for Margaret, when it should have been 21 years and 23 years respectively.  Twenty three 

then was definitely on the old side and it is not unlikely that Margaret Doyle may have 

shaved a few years off her age. Henry Jarman described himself as a labourer. 
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/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ .ƛƴƪǎΩ Marriage to Henry Jarman 
 

 
 

With the exception of Eddie, I can find no evidence of any Doyle, Binks or Jarman that fit the 

ages in the 1901 UK Census. I can find no evidence for them in the Scottish records which 

ŀǊŜ ƪŜǇǘ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜƭȅΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴȅ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŘƛŜŘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ The Irish Public 

Records office was destroyed in 1922 and most of the census records from 1821 ς 1851 

were lost.  The 1881 and 1891 records were pulped due a paper shortage in WW. I have 

checked the death records however and there is no evidence of the deaths of any family 

members in Ireland, so it seems unlikely that they moved there.  It therefore seems likely 

that they emigrated sometime between 1898 and 1901 leaving Eddie behind aged between 

мм ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ мп ȅŜŀǊǎΦ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘƛǾŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎ ōǳǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴȅ 

evidence of them entering the USA. I have less effectively searched Australia and South 

Africa. As a wild speculation, I did find a Jarman who was transported to Australia in the 

1880s as a convict. Having served his time, could he have returned to London and found 

there a woman that he had known as a teenager now a widow? Marrying a 48 year old 

woman, encumbered by a number of children and then emigrating as seems very likely, was 

I suggest, pretty unusual but not so unusual if there was a pre existing attachment. We may 

well have relatives in Australia. 

 

The next piece of data on Eddie comes from the 1901 Census. 
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The 1901 Census of the Ward household shows a James Ward described as a Railway 

Carman, Fanny Ward, wife of James Ward, both living at 3 Cross Street, Walthamstow, 

Essex. Also in the household is John E Binks aged 13 years who is at work as an Office Clerk. 

There are also two boarders Albert Dunkley and Adelaide Soden. Albert was a Road Paver 

aged 25 years and Adelaide aged 60 was a widow and milliner. In this Census, John Edward 

is described as a nephew to Mr. and Mrs. Ward. By this time, James was aged 54 years and 

Fanny 54 years. There is no evidence of Fanny ever having had children. 

 

¢ƘŜ мусм ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ Cŀƴƴȅ ǿŀǎ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ (i.e. WƻƘƴ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊύ older sister. 
 
 

1861 census - household transcription 
 

Person:  BINKS, Fanny  

Address:  48, Sidney Street, Islington  

   

Name  Relation  Condition  Sex  Age  
Birth  
Year  

Occupation   
Disability  Where Born  

Original  
census  
image  

 

 BINKS, William  Head  Married  M 37  1824  Printer  County of Middlesex  
   BINKS, Julia  Wife  Married  F 33  1828  Printer Wife  County of Middlesex  
   BINKS, William  Son  Single  M 15  1846  Printer With Fasher  County of Middlesex  
   BINKS, Fanny  Daughter  Single  F 13  1848  Printer Daughter  County of Middlesex  
   BINKS, Emily  Daughter  Single  F 10  1851  Scholar  County of Middlesex  
   BINKS, George  Son  Single  M 8  1853  Scholar  County of Middlesex  
   BINKS, Fredr  Son  Single  M 5 1856  Scholar  County of Middlesex  
   BINKS, Alice  Daughter  Single  F 4 1857  Scholar  County of Middlesex  
   BINKS, John  Son  Single  M 2 1859  

 
County of Middlesex  

   
 

Piece:  

133  

Folio:  

123  

Page:  

58       

Registration District:  

Islington  

   

 Civil Parish:  

Islington  

Municipal Borough:  Address:  

48, Sidney Street, Islington  

County:  

London, Middlesex  
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Fanny Binks was born in St Pancras, London. She married James Taylor Ward born 1847, 

from Glenfield Leicestershire, in the first quarter of 1869 when Fanny was aged 21 years and 

James was aged 22 years, in Clerkenwell.  

 

It therefore seems likely that sometime after ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ 9ŘŘƛŜΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ муфоΣ 9ŘŘƛŜ ǿŜƴǘ 

to live with his paternal aunt Fanny who was married and childless. I do not know if he went 

to live with her before Henry Jarman came on the scene or at some time later, perhaps 

when they emigrated. It was not unusual in those days for family members to bring up the 

child of a relative who had fallen on hard times. 

 

What is clear is that Eddie expunged his mother and siblings from his life. He never 

mentioned them to my mother and apparently turned a brother away in the 1930s. He was 

a reasonable man and this suggests to me deep and enduring anger and bitterness. If the 

ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŀǳƴǘ ƘŀŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƴƴƛƭŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ 

Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜn reasonable and I find it hard to think 

that he would have carried the anger through to adulthood. If however, he stayed with his 

mother and then came into conflict with Henry Jarman as an eleven year old and if then his 

ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻƻƪ IŜƴǊȅ WŀǊƳŀƴΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ ŀƴd he was left behind when the family emigrated, this 

would have been likely to be an event that he would not forgive. 

 
In summary it seems that Eddie was born into a large working class family in Islington. His 

early years were probably fairly good but his life was markedly affected by the death of 

his father when he was aged 6 years. By the age of 13 years he was living with his aunt 

and uncle in Walthamstow and working as an office clerk. It is likely that he had witnessed 

the painful early death of his father without good medical care; poverty following his 

ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ, I suggest, abandonment by his mother and family.  
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Young adulthood and marriage: 

In the 1911 Census when Eddie was then aged 23 years, there are only three people living in 

the Ward Household. They are Fanny Ward, now aged 63 years, John Edward Binks, now 

married and aged 23 years and his wife Edith Clara Binks aged 26 years born 1885 in 

Walthamstow, Essex. They are still living in Cross Street and John Edward is now described 

as a Weighbridge Clerk.  

¶ It is likely that James Taylor Ward had died between 1901 and 1911.  

¶ Records show that Fanny Ward died in the last quarter of 1911. 

The records show that John Edward married Edith Clara in West Ham Essex in 1910. 

 

Name: BINKS, John E 

Registration District:  Help West Ham 

County:  Essex 

Year of Registration:  1910 

Quarter of Registration:  Oct-Nov-Dec 

Spouse's last name:  Not available before 1912 

Volume No:  Help 4A 

 
So by the end of 1911, Eddie was 24 years old, married to Clara aged 26 years, apparently 

having inherited the property in Walthamstow on the death of his aunt and in employment 

as a weighbridge clerk, a non manual job. Clara was already pregnant with their first child.  I 

have no recollection of my mother ever mentioning Fanny or James Ward although as far as 

I can see they were good to Eddie. It seems to me that it is as if he decided at this point to 

start life afresh as a successful, ambitious young man. I think the traumas of his early 

childhood however stayed with him and had a powerful effect on a number of subsequent 

life decisions.  

 

I thought it would be helpful to give a little bit of information on my grandmother Clara 
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Edith Clara Morgan (First wife of John Edward Binks) 

 
 

Edith Clara Morgan was born on 1st Aug.1884 in Walthamstow and died in the bombing of 

her house in 13th Oct. 1940.  Her parents were Peter Burchell Morgan, Watchmaker, born in 

Scotland in 1841 and Charlotte M Evered born 22nd Sept.1846 in Holloway. They married on 

the 20th Jan.1879 in Islington. /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜΩǎ parents were Catherine Humble Overall dob c 

1817 in Rushden and died 1885 in Hackney and Charles Evered, Watchmaker dob c 1808 in 

London and died 1885 in Epping. 

The couple had four children, three of whom lived to adulthood:- 
 
Edith Emma dob 13th April 1912, married 4th June 1932, died December 1991  
 
Ivy Edith dob 6th March 1918 (my mother) married 17th Jan.1941, died 1st September 1999 
 
Edward Albert dob 28th September 1922, married 1949, died 17th May 2010  
 
There was a fourth child a boy who died at the age of 9 months between Edith and Ivy. 
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My cousin Helen said that her father informed her that Grandfather referred to his wife as 

Clara but I am told by cousin Trish, that her mother informed her that Grandfather always 

referred to his wife as Edie. Trish recalls that her mother told her that when Clara/Edie 

answered the phone and the call was for her husband, she always referred to him formally 

as Mr. Binks. To have a telephone before the War, I understand, was fairly uncommon. I 

have decided to use the name Clara as there are so many Eddies, Edies and Edas, it will 

ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ƎŜǘ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎΗ L ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ /ƭŀǊŀΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 

ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ WƻƘƴ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ YŜƛǊ IŀǊŘƛŜΣ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ 

said he had been born before being adopted and in a sense, he was adopted by his aunt. 

 
Family Life between the wars 
 

By 1918 when my mother was born, the family were living in Epping Forest in Essex. 

aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ LǾȅΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ƛƴǎǘƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ άƎƛǾƛƴƎέΦ {ƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ 

a Christmas Party for her friends. There was a present for everyone and she wanted a fairy 

doll. Unfortunately for my mother this was given to a child with no dolls and my mother was 

lectured afterwards over making a scene. 

John Edward apparently took Ivy every Sunday to visit the sick and then afterwards they 

went to visit his mother-in-law for Sunday tea, where various cousins of my mother also 

ŎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ άǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƴƎέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŀƴƻΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ 9ƴŘ ǘƻ 

ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘe harshness of life, as the family now were living in a 

comfortable middle class area.  

In 1924 the family moved from Epping Forest to a large Victorian semi-detached house in 

Trinder Road, Crouch End. Apparently there, John Edward had a study and there was a room 

for a billiard table. 

With effectively no family of his own, I think that Grandfather related very closely to his 

ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ DǊŀƴŘƳŀ aƻǊƎŀƴΦ aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿǊƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀŘȅΥ άaȅ DǊŀƴƴƛŜ 

Morgan was the king-pin of her large family. She was a little lady, always dressed in black 

with a black bonnet covered in sequins. When I grew up, I admired her as she lost her 

husband when her six daughters and one son were small. How hard she must have worked. 

They all went to school. It cost 1 (old pence) a week. The girls all became court dressmakers 

ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ±LLΩǎ όŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ά¢ƘŜ tǊƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

²ŀƭŜǎέύ ƳƛǎǘǊŜǎǎ [ƛƭƭȅ [ŀƴƎǘǊȅ ǿƻǊŜΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΦέ 

One might argue that Grannie Morgan behaved in the way that John Edward might have 

wished that his mother had done, when she was widowed. 

  



14 
 

The photograph below was probably taken in Trinder Road in the late 1920s. The lady in the 

front row between my mother, Ivy and her mother Clara is Grandma Morgan, /ƭŀǊŀΩǎ 

mother dressed just as my mother described her. The couple on the right are cousin Trish 

ŀƴŘ 5ƻǊƻǘƘȅΩǎ parents to be, Bill and Edie who married in 1932. Grandad is to the left of Bill 

Brooks and the boy in the front row is my Uncle Eddie.  

 
 
Family Holidays: 

My mother told me that the family used to holiday in Bournemouth and Walton-on-theς

Naze. They would hire beach huts. Below are four photographs which I think were taken on 

holidays.  
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Trish believes that the first photograph of him sitting in a deckchair was taken on an earlier 

holiday than the next three.  The man on the right is not known but looks a little like a family 

friend, Mr. Richardson, identified in a photograph provided by Helen and presented later. 
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The second is of Grandfather and Clara striding along the prom with a pier in the background. A 

friend of mine, who lives in Bournemouth, says that this is definitely not the pier at Bournemouth. 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ pier at Walton-on-theςNaze. 

 
 
These next two photos were taken at the beach huts that my mother remembered. In the first 
photo, John Edward is on the left, then to his left his daughter Edith (equipped with flapper 
headgear) and wife Clara; Eddie is in the background.  
 

 


