Foreword toBiography of John Edward Binks

| was onadrivingholiday withmy wife, Ania inautumn2011whenwe stoppedfor a dayin Gibraltar.

This triggered the memories of the death of my maternal Grandfather. | had last been there in 1963

with my parents and sistemwhen we were informed by the Captain of the Union Castle ship we were
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18" July and was 11 years old.

I have few personal memories ofy grandfather Binksand he died when | wvaaged eleven. He was
however often brought upn conversations byny mother later in my life.

I will listbelowsome of the things she said meand my recollections and thoughts:

1 She said his background wasngstery; it was as if he had come from nowhere. She
believed that he had been adopted and had come from Scotland.
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shewas growing up. She particularly talked about teppy Christmas parties.
1 She said that headdrummed into her the importance of service to others. He used to take
her to the East End of Londam a Sunday to see povertlie was presumably afraid that
otherwise she would become too bourgeois.

1 She sp&e about his distress over the death of his wife, when the family home was bombed.

1 She talked about his position in the National Union of Railwayman and latefréresport
Commission and she was proud of his success from humble beginnings.

1 She spoke witllistaste about Mrs. Giles with whom her father had a long term relationship.

1 She mentioned once that in the 30s, a man turned up at the door and said that he was my
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He was an infrequent visitor to ouohse and then he would venccasionally coméor the
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her brother Eddie before the ages of sixtéen FA @S &SI NE F FGSNI Y& DNJI y|

| felt there was an enigma about my grandfather and secided to spend while researching him

and | hope the information that | have obtained wilbe of interest toothers and to future

generations of our familyl first undertook some work in autumn 201%&nd visited Warwick

University inspring 2012vhere the National Union oflIRA £ g @ YSY Q& laNdeAa @S a | NB
the project to one sidel think that it was te birth of my first grandson Eddie January 2018hat

rekindled my motivation to writeup the work onJohn Edward or Eddie as he was knowhe

information comesdirectly or indirectly from mymother, Ivy Shawcross; my uncle Eddiant Pat

(uncle EddieBinks wife) Doris Da®@SNJ o6 Y& Y2 KS NIpdblic #etokdg Wdrwick NA Sy R 0
University Archive and a visit that | made years ago to Trinder Radgb thank Ania for her help in

the Warwick Archive and helping to guess key relationships of John &dwar

My friend, John Hoar, was extremely helpful @asching the Genealogical Databas&his activity

can requirea lot of guesswork but the results can then be tested by obtaining further records. | will

not describe here the methodology or false ledulg only the resultsvhich | have obtained. am

very particularly grateful to my brother John, who obtained and scanned a number of documents

and photographs from cousin Trigkaviswhich are used in this biography, professionally edited my
textandhasuJt 2 RSR (KS 20 AyiG2 &KI (Alsavgry manymiankditd 1y 2 4
cousin Trish who furnished so many memories and thankfully kept so many documents and
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photographs which she had to partly demolish her house to #dsb especial thank® my cousin
Helen who has been very helpful and informatias this narrative has evolved and findthymy
cousin Dorothy who became involved late in the project and provided for me some fascinating
insights.

The research is far from comprehensive andhaps others may take over the baton at some future
date. | hope that it will be clear in the text, which parts of the biography are factual and which parts
are speculationsHaving undertakerthis work | would have dearly liked to questiomy mother,

uncle and othersmore, but unfortunately they are no longer with us.

| hope that | haveended up with a factual narrative with which everyone reading it, on current
evidene, will concur. There arparts of the biography that are my speculations and some may
disagree withone or more ofthem. To leave out the speculations would render the biogsaph
anodyne; to include them mightause offence. | have decided to include the speculations but |
would be more than happy to include commentary on them from any family member, either in the
body of the text or as an appendix. | have also omitted a number of the photogeagwhdocuments
available tome; otherwise the document would get even more unwield\il the unused material

will be available via separate links btip://www.shawx.com/JohnEdwardBinks.htm

This biography has been constructed over a number of drafts, consulting with family members and

each draft has resulted both in corrections and further information. For me it has felt a bit like doing
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yourself that you can predict the missing pieces andt feat is what | might have done at times!

If some long lost relative stumbles across this document, | would love to hear from them.

Charles Shawcross
4 Kenilworth Road
Southsea

Hants UK.

E mailcshawcross@hotmail.co.Ulel 0044 239736238 MobileD04477133 89339
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Jom Edward (Eddie) Binks

Birth , parents and early years:

John Edward (Eddie) Binkgas born onthe ¥May 1887/ 2 y i NI NB (2 Y& Y2 iKSE
her father had not been born in Scotland but at 104 Pembroke Street, Islington, to George
Binks and Margaret Binks, nee Doyle.
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mark. According to John Hoar, this does not necessarily signify that his mother Margaret

was illiterate as it was common practice at that time, to place a mark in lieu of a signature.
According to Pat Binks, whof a2 RAR &a42YS 3SySIf23A0Ff NBaStH
called Michael Doyle and he was employed as a Gas Fitter. The name Doyle originates in

what is now the Irish Republic, and many Irish came over to England in the mid 1800s during

the potato famine.They were very likely to have been Catholic.
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CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF BIRTH GIVEN AT THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE

pplication Number 36762731
REGISTRATION DISTRICT ISLINGTON
1887 BiRTH in the Sub-district of 1Slington South West inthe  County of Middlesex
Columns:- 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
No Whenand ~ Name, if any Sex  Name and sumame Name, sumame and ~ Occupation  Signature, descriptionand ~ When Signature of  Name entered
where bam of father maiden sumame of father residence of informant  registered registrar  afier registration
of mother
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CERTIFIED to be a true copy of an entry in the certified copy of a Register of Births in the District above mentioned.
30th November 2011

Given at the GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE, under the Seal of the said Office, the day of

BXCF 241187

THERE ARE OFFENCES RELATING TO FALSIFYING OR ALTERING A CERTIFICATE
AND USING OR POSSESSING A FALSE CERTIFICATE ®CROWN COPYRIGHT

WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY.

CAUTION
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The 1891 Census recowhen John Edward was aged three is below. It shows that John
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note from maps, that it is adjacent to a main railway line, so John Edward would have been
exposed to tains from a very early age! By now George was aged 39 years and he was

working as a Gas Stoker.



| note that John Edward was already being called Edward or Eddie, which seems to have
been the case thereafter. Strangely he is described as having beernrbd888 and his

brother, Thomas in 1887, when in fact John Edward was born in 1887. Clearly there is a long
tradition in our family of not be too careful when filling in forms. There were already six
children in the family with John Edward probably tleecnd youngest.

BINKS, George Head Maried M 39 1852  Gas Stoker £ BUMENTY
London
BINKS, Margaret Wife Married F 36 1855 St Pancras
London
BINKS, George Son Single M 16 1875 Clerkenwell
London
BINKS, Thomas Son M 4 1887  Scholar Islington
London
BINKS, William Son M 10 1881  Scholar Islington
London
BINKS, Alice Daughter F 8 1883  Scholar Islington
London
BINKS, Edward Son M 3 1888 Islington
London
BINKS, Joseph Son M 2 1889 Islington
London
Piece: Folio: Page: Registration District:
156 98 68 Islington
Civil Parish: Municipal Borough: Address: County:
Islington 104, Pembroke Street, Islington, London London



His parents married in the summer of 1873, comfortably before the birth of the first living
child.

Name: BINKS, George
Registration District: Help Pancras
County: London
Year of Registration: 1873
Quarter of Registration: Jul-Aug -Sep
Spouse's last name: Not available before 1912
Volume No: Help 1B
Page No:  Help 268

It seems that GeorgBinks died on "3 November 1893 aged 41 years. He is once more
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giving rise to an abscess that slowly asphyxiated him seems likely to me. In Victorian

England, a manual labourer with six children would have been unlikely to have beeto able
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horrible and terrifying death.
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CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF DEATH GIVEN AT THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE
Application Number 3699583-1
REGISTRATION DISTRICT ISLINGTON
1893 DEATH in the Sub-district of 1slington South West inthe County of London
Columns:— 1 % 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
No. When and Name and surname ~ Sex Age Occupation Cause of death Signature, description and When Signature of
where died residence of informant registered registrar
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CERTIFIED to be a true copy of an entry in the certified copy of a Register of Deaths in the District above mentioned.
Given at the GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE, under the Seal of the said Office, the 12th day of December 2011
DYD 1 6 7 3 1 5 See note overleaf
CAUTION: THERE ARE OFFENCES RELATING TO FALSIFYING OR ALTERING A CERTIFICATE
AND USING OR POSSESSING A FALSE CERTIFICATE ®CROWN COPYRIGHT
o i i WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY.
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The Welfare State in Britain was very rudimentary at this time. Margaret must have feared
goinginto the Workhouse and | imagine this must have been the fear of the younger
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aged 18 years and perhaps he provided some family income.

The next development thdtcould find was a marriage certificate of Margaret Binks to

Henry Jarman on the"BNovember 1898. | am pretty sure that this is the same Margaret

Binks. She is described as a widow and her husband as a widower. | note that the birth date
of Margaret immow 1850, whereas in the 1891 census it was 1855. At the time of the

marriage to George Binks, the given ages would have been 21 years for George and 18 years
for Margaret, when it should have been 21 years and 23 years respectively. Twenty three
then wasdefinitely on the old side and it is not unlikely that Margaret Doyle may have

shaved a few years off her age. Henry Jarman described himself as a labourer.
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With the exception of Eddie, | cdimd no evidence of any Doyle, Binks or Jarman that fit the

ages in the 1901 UK Census. | can find no evidence forithérme Scottish records which

FNB (1SLIG aSLINXaGSteo L OF yQi TFhelmshkuglié SOARSY
Records office was destroyed in 1922 and most of the census records frong 1831

were lost. The 1881 and 1891 records were pulped due a paper shortage inl\Wa\/e

checked the death records however and there is no evidence of the deaths of any family
members in Ireland, so it seems unlikely that they moved there. It therefore sélezhs |

that they emigrated sometime between 1898 and 1901 leaving Eddie behind aged between
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evidence of them entering the USA. | have less effectively searched AustdhlBoath

Africa. As a wild speculation, | did find a Jarman who was transported to Australia in the

1880s as a convict. Having served his time, could he have returned to London and found

there a woman that he had known as a teenager now a widow? Marry#&year old

woman, encumbered by a number of children and then emigrating as seems very likely, was

| suggest, pretty unusual but not so unusual if there was a pre existing attachment. We may

well have relatives in Australia.

The next piece of data on Eddcomes from the 1901 Census.



The 1901 Censusf the Ward household shows a James Ward described as a Railway
Carman, Fanny Ward, wife of James Ward, both living at 3 Cross Street, Walthamstow,
Essex. Also in the household is John E Binks aged 13 years at work as an Office Clerk.
There are also two boarders Albert Dunkley and Adelaide Soden. Albert was a Road Paver
aged 25 years and Adelaide aged 60 was a widow and milliner. In this Census, John Edward
is described as agphew to Mr. and Mrs. Wardy this time, James was aged 54 years and
Fanny 54 years. There is no evidence of Fanny ever having had children.
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1861 census - household transcription

Person: BINKS, Fanny
Address: 48, Sidney Street, Islington

Original
Birth  Occupation census
Name Relation ~ Condition Sex Age Year Disability Where Born image
BINKS, William Head Married M 37 1824 Printer County of Middlesex
BINKS, Julia Wife Married F 33 1828 Printer Wife County of Middlesex
BINKS, William  Son Single M 15 1846 Printer With Fasher County of Middlesex
BINKS, Fanny Daughter  Single F 13 1848 Printer Daughter County of Middlesex
BINKS, Emily Daughter  Single F 10 1851 Scholar County of Middlesex
BINKS, George  Son Single M 8 1853 Scholar County of Middlesex
BINKS, Fredr Son Single M 5 1856 Scholar County of Middlesex
BINKS, Alice Daughter  Single F 4 1857 Scholar County of Middlesex
BINKS, John Son Single M 2 1859 County of Middlesex
Piece: Folio: Page: Registration District:
133 123 58 Islington
Civil Parish: Municipal Borough: Address: County:
Islington 48, Sidney Street, Islington London, Middlesex



Fanny Binksvas born in St Pancras, London. She married James Taylor Ward born 1847,
from Glenfield Leicestershire, in the first quarter of 1869 when Fanny was aged 21 years and
James was aged 22 years, in Clerkenwell.

It therefore seems likely that sometime afterK S RSIF 6K 2F 9RRASQa ¥FI (K.
to live with his paternal aunt Fanny who was married and childless. | do not know if he went

to live with her before Henry Jarman came on the scene or at some time later, perhaps

when they emigrated. It wasat unusual in those days for family members to bring up the

child of a relative who had fallen on hard times.

What is clear is that Eddie expunged his mother and siblings from his life. He never

mentioned them to my mother and apparently turned a brotlavay in the 1930s. He was

a reasonable man and this suggests to me deep and enduring anger and bitterness. If the
Y203S (G2 KAA Fdzyd KFER KIFLIJISYSR akK2NIfe | FdSNJ
KAa Y20KSNRa | OdA2ya &eedsbnBbleza®$find itihard tyifiok G2 KI
that he would have carried the anger through to adulthood. If however, he stayed with his

mother and then came into conflict with Henry Jarman as an eleven year old and if then his
Y2UKSNI G221 | Sydde wawlefNdeHing @hen tie XaRify erhigfated, this

would have been likely to be an event that he would not forgive.

In summary it seems that Eddie was born into a large working class family in Islington. His
early years were probablyairly good but hislife was markedly affected by the death of

his father when he was aged 6 years. By the age of 13 years he was living with his aunt
and uncle in Walthamstow and working as an office clerk. It is likely that he had witnessed
the painful early death of hisdther without good medical cargpoverty following his

Tl (0 KSNID A&, Rdyesiabandbnyhént by his mother and family.
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Young adulthood andnarriage:

Inthe 1911 Censuwhen Eddie was then aged 23 years, there are only three people living in
the Ward Household. They are Fanny Ward, now aged 63 years, John Edward Binks, now
married and aged 23 years and his wife Edith Clara Binks aged 26 years born 1885 in
Walthamstow Esex. They are still living in Cross Street and John fede/aow described

as a Weighbdge Clerk.

1 Itis likely that James Taylor Ward had died between 1901 and 1911.
1 Records show that Fanny Ward died in the last quarter of 1911.

Therecords show that dhn Edward married Edith Clara in West Ham Essex in 1910.

Name:BINKS, John E

Registration DistrictHelp West Ham
County: Essex

Year of Registration:1910

Quarter of Registration:  OctNowDec
Spouse's last name:Not available before 1912

Volume No:Help  4A

So by the end of 1911, Eddie was 24 years old, married to Clara aged 26 years, apparently
having inherited the property in Walthamstow on the death of his aunt and in employment
as a weighbridge clerk, a non manual job. Clara was already pregnant wittirtechild. |

have no recollection of my mother ever mentioning Fanny or James Ward although as far as
| can see they were good to Eddie. It seems to me that it is as if he decided at this point to
start life afresh as a successful, ambitious young.nhémink the traumas of his early

childhood however stayed with him and had a powerful effect on a number of subsequent
life decisions.

| thought it would be helpful to give a little bit of information on my grandmother Clara
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Edith Clara Morgan (Firstvife of John Edward Binks)

Edith Clara Morgan was born off Aug.1884 in Walthamstow and died in the bombing of

her house in 18 Oct.1940. Her parents were Peter Burchell Morgan, Watchmaker, born in
Scotland in 184and Charlotte M Evered born ??Sept.1846 in blloway. They married on

the 20" Jan.1879 in Islingtor. K | NJ parériis@e@esCatherine Humble Overalbb ¢

1817 in Rushden and died 1885 in Hackney and Charles Evered, Watchmaker dob ¢ 1808 in
London and died 1885 in Epping.

The couplehad four children, three of whom lived to adulthood:

Edith Emmadob 13" April 1912, marriedd™ June1932, died Deember1991

lvy Edithdob 6" March1918 (my mother) married 17Jan1941, died I September1999
Edward Albertdob 28" September1922, married 1949died 17" May 2010

There was a fourth child a boy who died at the age of 9 months between Edith and lvy.
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My cousin Helen said that her father informed her that Grandfather referred to his wife as

Clara but | am told by cousin Trish, that her mother informed her that Grandfather always

referred to his wife as Edie. Triskcalls that her mother told hethat when Clara/Edie

answered the phone and the call was for her hushame always referred to him formally

as Mr. Binks. To have a telephone before the War, | understand, was fairly uncommon. |

have decided to use the name Clara as there are so many Eddies aad Edas, it will
20KSNBA&S 3ISH O2yFdzaAy3aH L FAYR A0 AyiSNBada
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said he had been born before being adopted and inressghe was adopted by his aunt.

Family Lifebetween the wars
By 1918 when my mother was born, the family were living in Epping Forest in Essex.
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a Christma#’arty for her friends. There was a present for everyone and she wanted a fairy

doll. Unfortunately for my mother this was given to a child with no dolls and my mother was
lectured afterwards over making a scene.

John Edward apparently took Ivy every Suntbayisit the sick and then afterwards they

went to visit his motheifin-law for Sunday tea, where various cousins of my mother also

OFrYS IyR (GKS& KIFIR | aaAay3al az2y3¢ 2y (GKS LRALly?2
Syadz2NB GKI G &a&nhdrshRessoflifelas theXaxiy aw wer living in a

comfortable middle class area.

In 1924 the family moved from Epping Forest to a large Victorian-detached house in
Trinder Road, Crouch End. Apparently there, John Edward had a study and tisese@zen
for a billiard table.

With effectively no family of his own, | think that Grandfather related very closely to his
gAFSQa FrLYAfe&d IS gla Of2aS (2 DNlayRDNI a/3/ NEI
Morgan was the kingin of her large familyShe was a little lady, always dressed in black

with a black bonnet covered in sequins. When | grew up, | admired her as she lost her

husband when her six daughters and one son were small. How hard she must have worked.

They all went to school. It cost @ld pence) a week. The girls all became couessmakers
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One might argue that Grannie Morgan behawedhe way that John Edwarthight have
wishedthat his mother had donewhen she was widowed
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The photograph below was probably taken in Trinder Road in the late 18204ady in the
front row between my mother, Ivy ander motherClarais GrandnaMorgan/ £ | NI Qa
mother dressed just as my mother described .hre coupleon the right are cousin Trish

I YR 5 2 peRentfoh Bill and Edie whmarried in 1932Grandad igo the left of Bill
Brooks andhe boy in the front row is my Uncle Eddie

Family Holidays:

My mother told me that the family used to holiday in Bournemouth and Watiostheg
Naze. They would hire beach huBelow are four photographs whid think were taken on
holidays.
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Trish believes that the first photograph of him sitting idexkchaimwas taken on an earlier
holiday than the next threeThe man on the righis not known butooks a little like a family
friend, Mr. Richardsonidentifiedin a photograph provided by Helen and presented later.
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The second is of Grandfather and Clara striding along the prom with a pier in the background. A
friend of mine,who lives in Bournemouth, says that this is definitely not the pier at Bournemouth.
CNRBY (GKS AYI3ISa LQOS &S SpetatWaltdrdhihgcNazel K (KA &

These next two photos were taken at the beach huts that my moteerembered. Irthe first
photo, John Edward is on the left, then to his left his daughter Edith (equipped with flapper
headgear) and wife Clara; Eddie ishe background.

16



